Welcome to the topic on exporting and deploying your SAP HANA models in SAP Business
One.
In a prior topics we saw how to create models in the SAP HANA Studio modeler. Now we will
look at how to export and deploy those models in a SAP Business One company.
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At the end of this topic, you will be able to export and deploy a model in a SAP Business One
company so that you can run use them for queries and dashboards.

The basic steps for packaging and deploying models are as follows:
1) Export SAP HANA models to a client machine with the SAP HANA Studio
2) Create the HANA model package using B1 HANA Model Package Tool. This tool is a
guided wizard that walks you through the steps of packaging your models. You can
download the package tool from the Software Developer Network (SDN).
3) Deploy the HANA model package to a SAP Business One system
4) Then connect the HANA model with the interactive analysis in SAP Business One or use
with any other analytics tools. Note that as of 9.2 the new interactive analysis will only
recognize views that end with the suffix QUERY.
In the next few slides we will go through the steps.

3

To export your models, begin by logging on to the SAP HANA Studio Modeler perspective.
Under the File menu choose Export. Then choose the SAP Developer Mode under the folder
SAP HANA Content.
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The next step is to select the source system from the list.
The next window shows us the source folder structure containing possible models for export
and a target area to the right.
We choose our package and then Add to move the package into the target area. We see all our
calculation views. All need to be exported because they are linked to each other. Even though
you may only want the query views for use in reports and dashboards, you need to export all
the related views. Otherwise, your query views will not work when they are deployed.
The views and procedures you choose can be from different packages, but you must ensure
that all of the dependent models are chosen.
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The last step in the wizard is to create the export folder. You can browse to find the right file
location and then either use an existing folder or create a new one. Then you can choose
Finish. The models are then formatted in an XML format for export and put into your chosen
folder. The file describes model package, name, author, version, list of models and so on. The
file also contains information on the specific schema and package that were used to create it.
In the next step, we will use a tool to replace the schema and package name with a generic
placeholder to import the models into any Business One database.
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We could import these views as is but they would work only for the specific company schema
that we used to create them. They would also be located in the same package we originally
created them in our development environment. Instead we would like to be able to use them in
any company database we choose.
So, we will use the “Content Package Tool for SAP Business One”. This tool allows us to use
our models in any SAP Business One company. It makes the views generic to every company
database by replacing the company database (also known as the schema) and package name
with a generic placeholder. The placeholder is replaced after we import the models into a
Business One client specific company database. Without this tool you would have to manually
replace model information.
The tool can be found in the SAP Note 2008991 – SAP HANA Model Package Tool for SAP
Business One. There is a detailed guide and zip file that can be downloaded from the note.
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Open the Model Package tool executable file.
Step 1: Select the Exported SAP HANA Model folder
Step 2: Select a root folder
Step 3: Enter the package information
Step 4: Select and edit the models to be packaged.
Step 5: Select the target output folder.
Step 6: Create the model package for SAP Business One
We will not go through all the steps in detail since you can view them in the demo. Instead we
focus on the two steps (Steps 3 and 4) where you make crucial decisions about your models.
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In Step 3 we enter package information. Most of this is self-explanatory. Given the package a
name, an author, and so on.
One thing to note is that you can specify which HANA version and SAP Business One versions
the models are valid for. This may be very useful when you are creating models for someone
else’s use and you want to make sure it is used with the right patch level. If they import these
models into a system with different versions, they will receive a warning during the import. A
user can still import the models into a different version, but if there is an issue then they have
been warned.
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In the step 4, you see the list of our models. The first column allows us another chance to
deselect models you do not want.
This is the key step where you replace the schema (company database) with a placeholder.
This option is checked by default. This is what allows you to import the views into any SAP
Business One company database and it will use that schema as the base for the reports. In
general, you want this option. However, one circumstance where you would not want this
option is when you are doing consolidated reporting for two or more schemas, in that case
you’ve created a view that consolidates data from different companies. In that case you need
the specific schema and do not want to replace it with a placeholder.
The third column gives you an option to use the view in Interactive Analysis. Even if you don’t
choose the option here, you will have an option later to make the view available for Interactive
Analysis.
When choosing this option, you can enter wording for a menu item. Whatever is entered here
will appear in the SAP Business One menu under Interactive Analysis. When users choose that
option, it will open this view for interactive analysis.
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After you finish the steps in the Model Package Tool, a model.zip file is created. Then you can
import and deploy the package in any target SAP Business One system.
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Here are the steps to import the model into SAP Business One.
In the SAP Business One Main Menu, choose Administration → Setup → General → SAP
HANA Model Management.
The SAP HANA Model Management window opens and displays the pre-defined model
package provided by SAP Business One, analytics powered by SAP HANA.
Note that you cannot remove the pre-defined model package.
In the SAP HANA Model Management window, choose the Import button.
In the Open window, navigate to the ZIP file you want to import and choose the Open button.
The ZIP file must contain a file named Info.xml.
You cannot import an SAP HANA model package file if the model has the same name as a
previously imported model.
A warning will appear if you have not defined a SAP Business One version for your models or if
the version does not match this database. This is only a warning and you can acknowledge the
warning and continue to import the models.
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Here we see that the models have been imported but not yet deployed.
When you choose the line with your imported package, a list of all the models appears in the
Description area. Each model is shown on a separate line so you can manage each one
separately.
You need to choose the Deploy button to use the models in your SAP Business One system.
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Here are some key points for this topic:
 There are three main steps for exporting and deploying your models.
 First, use the export option in the SAP HANA studio to export the models.
 Second, use the packaging tool to prepare your models to be imported into an SAP
Business One system. The tool will allow you to specify a generic placeholder for the
schema.
 Third, use the SAP HANA Model Management window in your SAP Business One system to
import and deploy the models.

This concludes the topic on how to export and deploy SAP HANA models in SAP Business
One. Thank you for your time.

15

16

