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Document History
The following table provides an overview of the most important document
changes.

DescriptionDateVersion

Initial release.November 2010SAP BusinessObjects 4.0

No changes.March 2012SAP BusinessObjects 4.0 Fea-
ture Pack 3

Introduction
The Batch Utility allows you to programmatically create an updated SWF file
when the data in the SWF file's source spreadsheet changes, without having
to open the XLF file, re-import the new data, and generate the SWF in
Dashboards.

Caution:
During the batch process, live data is not retrieved, and cells referenced by
data connections are not updated. In addition, any cells that were empty in
the original spreadsheet are not updated by the Batch Utility even if data is
added to those cells in the updated source spreadsheet.

Restrictions
On Windows 7 64-bit, users without administrator privileges will be unable
to generate an updated SWF file if the file is targeted to C:\Program Files
(x86) or one of its subfolders.

It is recommended that you target the updated SWF file to a folder for which
you have write permission, for example, C:\Users\<User Name>.

Installation
Before running the Batch Utility installer, log on as an Administrator.
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1. Run the installer and follow the installation instructions.

Note:
By default, the Batch Utility installs to the following directory C:\Program
Files\SAP Business Objects\Xcelsius\.

2. Click OK.

The Batch Utility is installed in the specified location.

To update the data in an existing SWF
file

In Dashboards, import an Excel spreadsheet that contains the data for a
model. Create the model and bind the components to cells in the embedded
spreadsheet. Export the model as a Flash (SWF) file.

Note:
Instead of importing the data from Excel, you could also create the Excel file
by exporting the model data to an Excel file after you create the model.

Change the data in the original (or exported) Excel spreadsheet, but do not
add rows or columns that are not set up in the model. The Batch Utility will
not update the component's data range if the source data exceeds the
previously set range.

1. In Windows, click Start > Run.
2. In the "Run" dialog box, in the Open list, type cmd. Click OK.
3. In the "Command Line" dialog, enter the path to the Batch Utility program.

By default, the Batch Utility is installed to the following path: C:\Program
Files\SAP Business Objects\Xcelsius.

4. Type the command:batch <excel filename><input SWF
filename><output SWF filename> replacing the variables as
indicated in the following table:

Note:
If the Excel and SWF files are saved in the same folder as the Batch
Utility, you do not need to enter the full path for these files.

Caution:
Filenames must include their file extensions.
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DescriptionVariable

The file path and filename for the updated data source XLS
(Excel file)

<excel file-
name>

The file path and filename for the original SWF.<input SWF
filename>

The file path and filename for the SWF that the Batch
Utility program will create.

<output SWF
filename>

5. Press Enter.

The Batch Utility creates a SWF that includes the model from the original
(input) SWF and the updated data in the Excel file.

Batch Utility example
This example illustrates the process for using the Batch Utility to update the
data in an existing Dashboards SWF file without changing the data in the
Dashboards embedded spreadsheet and regenerating the SWF.

The instructions for the example are divided into two parts:
• Part 1 goes through the steps for creating a basic SWF file and binding

to the data source

Note:
This example includes static Excel spreadsheet data only.

• Part 2 goes through the steps to use the Batch Utility to update the data
in the SWF file.

Part 1 - Creating a sample SWF file and data source

Follow these steps to create a simple model, export the SWF file, and then
update the data source.

1. In the embedded spreadsheet, enter the following data:
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Column BColumn A

50Argentina

40Canada

70USA

100Mexico

=SUM(B1:B4)

2. Create the model.
a. Place a Spreadsheet Table component on the canvas.
b. In the "Properties" panel, beside the Display Data box, click the Cell

Selector icon.
c. In the "Select a Range" dialog box, select the spreadsheet data. Click

OK.
The "Spreadsheet Table" displays the source data.

3. Export the model as a Flash (SWF) file.
a. Click File > Export > Flash (SWF).
b. In the "Export" dialog box, navigate to C:\Program Files\SAP

Business Objects\Xcelsius and enter test.swf as the filename.

Note:
To save files in the Install directory, you must log on as an
Administrator. If you do not have Administrator level privileges on this
machine, choose another location to save the file.

4. Export the changed data to an Excel (XLS) file.
a. Change the data in the embedded spreadsheet to the values in the

following table:

Column BColumn A

100Argentina

80Canada

60USA

40Mexico
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Column BColumn A

=SUM(B1:B4)

Remember:
When updating your data source, do not add columns or rows of data,
unless the model in the saved SWF has been set-up to recognize
these additional areas. The Batch Utility will not update the
components' data range references if your source data exceeds the
previously selected range.

b. Click Data > Export
c. On the "Save As" dialog box, navigate to C:\Program Files\SAP

Business Objects\Xcelsius and enter test.xls as the filename.

Note:
To save files in the Install directory, you must log on as an
Administrator. If you do not have Administrator level privileges on this
machine, choose another location to save the file.

Continue the example with Part 2 - Using the Batch Utility.

Part 2 - Updating the data in the SWF

Complete Part 1 - Creating the sample SWF file and data source.

Follow these steps to use the Batch Utility to create a new SWF file that
reflects the changed data.

1. Open the Windows command prompt.
a. Click Start > Run.
b. In the "Open" text box, type cmd. Click OK.

2. In the "Command Prompt" dialog box, navigate to C:\Program
Files\SAP Business Objects\Xcelsius.

3. To run the Batch Utility, enter the following command: batch test.xls
test.swf test2.swf

Dashboards Batch Utility User Guide 7

Dashboards Batch Utility User Guide
Batch Utility example



Note:
Since the files were saved in the same folder as the Batch Utility program,
it is not necessary to include their file paths. If you saved the files to a
different location, you must include the full file path for each file.

The source SWF file test.swf is updated with the data from test.xls
and saved as a new file, test2.swf in the same folder (Batch Utility
installation directory).

To display the product version
To have Batch Utility display the version of Dashboards you are using, do
the following:
1. Open the Windows command prompt.

a. Click Start > Run.
b. In the "Open" text box, type cmd. Click OK.

2. In the "Command Prompt" dialog box, navigate to the folder where
Dashboards is installed. The default path is C:\Program Files\SAP
Business Objects\Xcelsius.

3. Enter the following command: batch --version
The version of Dashboards is displayed.

More Information

LocationInformation Resource

http://www.sap.comSAP product information
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LocationInformation Resource

http://help.sap.com/businessobjects

Access themost up-to-date English documentation covering
all SAP BusinessObjects products at the SAP Help Portal:
• http://help.sap.com/bobi (Business Intelligence)
• http://help.sap.com/boepm (Enterprise Performance

Management)
• http://help.sap.com/boeim (Enterprise Information

Management)

Certain guides linked to from the SAPHelp Portal are stored
on the SAP Service Marketplace. Customers with a main-
tenance agreement have an authorized user ID to access
this site. To obtain an ID, contact your customer support
representative.

To find a comprehensive list of product documentation in
all supported languages, visit:http://help.sap.com/boall.

SAP Help Portal

http://service.sap.com/bosap-support

The SAP Support Portal contains information about Cus-
tomer Support programs and services. It also has links to
a wide range of technical information and downloads.
Customers with a maintenance agreement have an autho-
rized user ID to access this site. To obtain an ID, contact
your customer support representative.

SAP Support Portal

http://www.sdn.sap.com/irj/sdn/bi-sdk-dev

https://www.sdn.sap.com/irj/sdn/businessobjects-sdklibrary
Developer resources

http://www.sdn.sap.com/irj/boc/articles

These articles were formerly known as technical papers.

SAP BusinessObjects articles
on the SAP Community Net-
work
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LocationInformation Resource

https://service.sap.com/notes

These notes were formerly known as Knowledge Base ar-
ticles.

Notes

https://www.sdn.sap.com/irj/scn/forumsForums on the SAPCommuni-
ty Network

http://www.sap.com/services/education

From traditional classroom learning to targeted e-learning
seminars, we can offer a training package to suit your
learning needs and preferred learning style.

Training

http://www.sap.com/services/bysubject/businessobjectscon
sulting

Consultants can accompany you from the initial analysis
stage to the delivery of your deployment project. Expertise
is available in topics such as relational andmultidimensional
databases, connectivity, database design tools, and cus
tomized embedding technology.

Consulting
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