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1 SAP Business Planning and 
Consolidation, version for SAP BW/
4HANA

SAP Business Planning and Consolidation, version for SAP BW/4HANA, is a solution that is highly optimized for 
the SAP HANA platform. It provides everything you need to meet your bottom-up and top-down financial and 
operational planning requirements through a single application and user interface.

Administrators can configure your installation in one of two ways:

● In a standard configuration, which provides strong flexibility to build reports to the end user.
● In an embedded configuration, which is fully integrated within the Analytic Manager and Data Warehouse 

Management of SAP BW∕4HANA.

1.1 Available Planning Configurations

Feature Features

Standard Configuration ● Flexible creation of reports and input forms
● Formula-based and sheet-based Microsoft Excel inte­

gration for business users
● Asymmetric reporting
● Calculated members
● Validation, allocation scripts, and customer exits pro­

vide strong and flexible planning logic.

Embedded Configuration ● Fully integrated within the Analytic Manager and Data 
Warehouse Management of SAP BW∕4HANA

● Strong planning algorithm with planning functions and 
inverse formulas

● Strong capabilities in application building
● Consumable with various BusinessObjects clients

IT Flavor of Embedded Configuration ● SAP BW∕4HANA integrated modeling
● Strong planning algorithm with planning functions and 

inverse formulas
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1.2 Home Page

Feature Description

Favorites Displays a direct quick link to a specific BPC web page. You 
can link any BPC web page as a Favorites item.

Timeline Displays activities requiring action by you as the currently 
logged-on user in order of deadline.

Charts (Standard only) BPC web reports allow you to capture a snapshot of charts 
and pin them to your personal homepage.

1.3 Library (Standard configuration only)

Feature Description

Organize Folder Structure Library is organized by folders. You can create new folders 
under the Teams, Public, and Private folders to improve the 
organization of library objects.

Maintain Library Objects Allows you to create new library objects, such as worksheets 
and workspaces. You can also manage the object metadata, 
such as name and location.

1.4 Business Process Flows

Feature Description

Activities Displays the activities requiring action by you as the cur­
rently logged-on user. This might include performing activi­
ties assigned to you or reviewing any activities submitted by 
others.

4 PUBLIC

Feature Scope Description - SAP Business Planning and Consolidation, version for SAP BW/
4HANA

SAP Business Planning and Consolidation, version for SAP BW/4HANA



Feature Description

Process Monitor Displays a complete list of the process instances that you 
can access as the process owner of the corresponding proc­
ess templates. In the process monitor, you can see a com­
plete list of processes providing full information for individual 
process instances. The owner of the process instance can fi­
nalize a completed process instance.

1.5 Consolidation

Feature Description

Consolidation Monitor Global dashboard for monitoring the consolidation progress 
for a specific consolidation scope, which is made up of a cat­
egory, period, group, or sub-group. It is also a key compo­
nent in executing consolidation tasks.

Controls Monitor Enables you to execute and monitor controls.

Journals Enables you to enter and adjust data in the database.

Ownership Manager Enables you to create and manage ownership-based hierar­
chies used for performing statutory consolidations.

1.6 Administration

Feature Description

Maintain Environments An environment consists of one or more models. It allows 
you to design different planning scenarios in the form of 
models.

Maintain Models A model is a representation of the relationships, calcula­
tions, and data of an organization or business segment.

Maintain Dimensions A dimension is a collection of related data members, which 
represents one aspect of a business.
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Feature Description

Member Formula (Standard configuration only) Allows you to create and execute formulas and calculations 
on dimension members.

Script Logic (Standard configuration only) Allows you to create files called logic scripts that contain in­
structions for performing calculations on planning and con­
solidation data.

Work Status Setup Allows you to lock a region or slice of data in a model.

Journal Administration Allows an administrator to set up and manage the Journals 
component.

Consolidation Setup Allows an administrator to define dimension properties and 
settings required to successfully perform legal consolidation.

Business Rules Management Business rules are parameter-driven functions within mod­
els for calculating and posting monetary amounts in support 
of common accounting activities, such as intercompany 
booking, currency translation, and eliminations and adjust­
ments.

Auditing Allows an administrator to configure how the system tracks 
changes to transactional data.

1.7 System Reports

Feature Description

Report on Business Process Flows You can generate reports on business process flows (BPFs). 
Reports can be viewed online and printed.

Report on Data Changes Provides information about who changed transactional data 
at the model (Standard configuration only) or InfoProvider 
(Embedded configuration only) level.

Report on Work Status Allows you to display the work statuses for specified criteria.

Report on Administration Activities (Standard configuration 
only)

Records information on tasks performed in the system, for 
example who created, changed, or deleted models, dimen­
sions, and security settings.

Report on Comments (Standard configuration only) Allows you to see comments made for the current model 
from your context.
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Feature Description

Report on Security Information (Standard configuration 
only)

Shows a summary of the users, teams, and profiles for a par­
ticular environment.

1.8 Documents (Standard configuration only)

Feature Description

Store and share files and websites The Documents view is a central repository to post, share, 
and retrieve files or the contents of a website and to manage 
the display of these documents by context.

1.9 Planning Processor (Embedded configuration only) 

Feature Description

Planning Enabled DataStore object (advanced) ● Tightly integrated with Data Warehouse Management
● Switch between Load and Plan mode
● Selection-based locks
● Constraints by characteristic relationships and protec­

tion by data slices

Input Ready Query ● Fully integrated in the Analytic Manager in SAP 
BW∕4HANA

● Manually enter and change data
● Disaggregation in the query
● Inverse formula
● Cell locking
● Ability to add new lines

Planning Functions and Sequences ● Pre-implemented algorithm for copying, distribution, 
and reevaluation of data

● Custom scripting-based planning algorithm
● Custom exit planning algorithm in ABAP and SAP HANA 

SQLScript
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1.10 IT Flavor of Embedded Configuration

Feature Description

Application Building ● Design Sheets by using queries
● Building content using input ready queries, planning ob­

jects like planning functions
● Can be combined with various SAP BusinessObjects 

UIs like SAP BusinessObjects Analysis, edition for Mi­
crosoft Office

Modelling Tools Tightly integrated with SAP BW/4HANA Modelling:

● Aggregation levels
● Characteristic relationships
● Data slices
● Model planning functions and sequences in the back 

end

1.11 Documentation

The following documentation is available for SAP Business Planning and Consolidation, version for SAP BW/
4HANA on the SAP Help Portal:

Information for administrators about installation:

● Installation Guide - SAP Business Planning and Consolidation, version for SAP BW/4HANA
● Installation Guide for Modeling Tools
● Administrator's Guide - SAP Business Planning and Consolidation, version for SAP BW/4HANA

Information for administrators about security:

● Security Guide - SAP Business Planning and Consolidation, version for SAP BW/4HANA

Information for end users and administrators about features and functionality:

● Application Help - SAP Business Planning and Consolidation, version for SAP BW/4HANA (available in 
English, German, French, Japanese, Chinese, and Russian)

Additional Information:

● Application Help for SAP BW/4HANA
● What's New for SAP BW/4HANA
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Important Disclaimers and Legal Information

Hyperlinks
Some links are classified by an icon and/or a mouseover text. These links provide additional information.
About the icons:

● Links with the icon : You are entering a Web site that is not hosted by SAP. By using such links, you agree (unless expressly stated otherwise in your 
agreements with SAP) to this:

● The content of the linked-to site is not SAP documentation. You may not infer any product claims against SAP based on this information.
● SAP does not agree or disagree with the content on the linked-to site, nor does SAP warrant the availability and correctness. SAP shall not be liable for any 

damages caused by the use of such content unless damages have been caused by SAP's gross negligence or willful misconduct.

● Links with the icon : You are leaving the documentation for that particular SAP product or service and are entering a SAP-hosted Web site. By using such 
links, you agree that (unless expressly stated otherwise in your agreements with SAP) you may not infer any product claims against SAP based on this 
information.

Videos Hosted on External Platforms
Some videos may point to third-party video hosting platforms. SAP cannot guarantee the future availability of videos stored on these platforms. Furthermore, any 
advertisements or other content hosted on these platforms (for example, suggested videos or by navigating to other videos hosted on the same site), are not within 
the control or responsibility of SAP.

Beta and Other Experimental Features
Experimental features are not part of the officially delivered scope that SAP guarantees for future releases. This means that experimental features may be changed by 
SAP at any time for any reason without notice. Experimental features are not for productive use. You may not demonstrate, test, examine, evaluate or otherwise use 
the experimental features in a live operating environment or with data that has not been sufficiently backed up.
The purpose of experimental features is to get feedback early on, allowing customers and partners to influence the future product accordingly. By providing your 
feedback (e.g. in the SAP Community), you accept that intellectual property rights of the contributions or derivative works shall remain the exclusive property of SAP.

Example Code
Any software coding and/or code snippets are examples. They are not for productive use. The example code is only intended to better explain and visualize the syntax 
and phrasing rules. SAP does not warrant the correctness and completeness of the example code. SAP shall not be liable for errors or damages caused by the use of 
example code unless damages have been caused by SAP's gross negligence or willful misconduct.

Gender-Related Language
We try not to use gender­specific word forms and formulations. As appropriate for context and readability, SAP may use masculine word forms to refer to all genders.
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www.sap.com/contactsap

© 2021 SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company. All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form 
or for any purpose without the express permission of SAP SE or an SAP 
affiliate company. The information contained herein may be changed 
without prior notice.

Some software products marketed by SAP SE and its distributors 
contain proprietary software components of other software vendors. 
National product specifications may vary.

These materials are provided by SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company for 
informational purposes only, without representation or warranty of any 
kind, and SAP or its affiliated companies shall not be liable for errors or 
omissions with respect to the materials. The only warranties for SAP or 
SAP affiliate company products and services are those that are set forth 
in the express warranty statements accompanying such products and 
services, if any. Nothing herein should be construed as constituting an 
additional warranty.

SAP and other SAP products and services mentioned herein as well as 
their respective logos are trademarks or registered trademarks of SAP 
SE (or an SAP affiliate company) in Germany and other countries. All 
other product and service names mentioned are the trademarks of their 
respective companies.

Please see https://www.sap.com/about/legal/trademark.html for 
additional trademark information and notices.
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