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LEGAL DISCLAIMER
THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY AND DOES NOT MODIFY
THE TERMS OF ANY AGREEMENT. THE CONTENT OF THIS DOCUMENT IS SUBJECT TO
CHANGE AT ANY TIME WITHOUT NOTICE. THIS DOCUMENT SHALL NOT BE FORWARDED TO
ANY PARTY OTHER THAN THE ORIGINAL RECIPIENT.
This document outlines our general product direction and should not be relied on in making a purchase
decision. This document is not subject to a license agreement or any other agreement with SAP. SAP
has no obligation to pursue any course of business outlined in this presentation or to develop or release
any functionality mentioned in this document. This document and SAP’s strategy and possible future
developments are subject to change and may be changed by SAP at any time for any reason without
notice. This document is provided without a warranty of any kind, either express or implied, including
but not limited to, the implied warranties of merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, or
noninfringement. SAP assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions in this document and shall
have no liability for damages of any kind that may result from the use of or reliance on these materials,
except if such damages were caused by SAP intentionally or by SAP’s grossly negligent acts.

SAFE HARBOR STATEMENT
This document is intended to outline future product direction, and is not a commitment by SAP to
deliver any given code or functionality. Any statements contained in this document that are not historical
facts are forward-looking statements. SAP undertakes no obligation to publicly update or revise any
Forward-looking statements. All forward-looking statements are subject to various risks and
uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially from expectations. The timing or release
of any product described in this document remains at the sole discretion of SAP. This document is for
Informational purposes and may not be incorporated into a contract. Readers are cautioned not to place
undue reliance on these forward-looking statements, and they should not be relied upon in making
purchasing decisions.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Note: For the purpose of this document, compatibility pack is abbreviated as “CP.” Please be aware that this
abbreviation has other meanings in the industry, such as “consumer products.”
What is a compatibility pack for SAP S/4HANA®?
A compatibility pack (CP) is a version of a standard SAP® Business
Suite software product that is compatible with SAP S/4HANA.
Customers that have licensed the selected SAP Business Suite
software product indicated in the SAP S/4HANA Compatibility Scope
Matrix and meet the SAP S/4HANA Enterprise Management
prerequisite, can obtain rights to use the SAP S/4HANA compatible
version (at no additional license fee) of the product on their SAP
S/4HANA installation.
Standard SAP Business Suite software products cannot run on SAP
S/4HANA installations.
Compatibility packs:

SAP S/4HANA
LoB and Industry solutions
SAP ERP
LoB and Industry
functionality

SAP ERP
core functionality

SAP S/4HANA
Enterprise Management

SAP S/4HANA installation

•

Cover functionality from SAP ERP core or line-of-business (LoB) or industry solutions

•

Comprise the complete or partial scope of the related SAP Business Suite product

The aim of a CP is to allow business continuity with SAP S/4HANA: customers can use the compatible
version of the related SAP Business Suite product in SAP S/4HANA while SAP may be developing
comparable business functionality for SAP S/4HANA in parallel.
CPs only apply to on-premise licensing of SAP S/4HANA; cloud licensing models follow different patterns.
The right to use a CP is restricted in time. CPs expire at the date given in the SAP S/4HANA Compatibility
Scope Matrix.
What happens to CPs at the end of their restricted use (2025)?
On December 31, 2025, the right to use CPs will expire. At that time, CPs must not be run any longer.
This applies only to the right to run the CP version. Since the customer has licensed the related SAP
Business Suite products, the customer may continue to use the standard SAP Business Suite products in
their non-SAP S/4HANA environment according to the specific end-user license agreement. See the
information below about side-by-side installation.
SAP’s current plan (subject to change at SAP’s sole discretion) is to make a separate new SAP S/4HANA
product or another offering available at some point. This offering may have similar functionality to that within
the CP software and may have a separate license.

FAQs on Compatibility Packs for SAP S/4HANA

Page 4

What is the target audience for compatibility packs?
Customers that have licensed SAP S/4HANA Enterprise Management, as well as the CPs related to an SAP
Business Suite product, can use the applicable CP provided they have been properly licensed. Thus, CPs
are available to both installed base customers and net-new customers.
Where do you find these compatibility packs and additional details?
All CPs are listed in the SAP S/4HANA Compatibility Scope Matrix.
For more information, see the following:
•

SAP Note 2269324 offers more details, including valuable information about license material numbers
and solution capabilities that better describe the functional scope of each CP.

•

Section 1.5.2 of the current SAP Software Use Rights document also
contains a link to the SAP S/4HANA Compatibility Scope Matrix.

•

Chapter 5 of the Feature Scope Description document on SAP Help Portal also describes CPs,
elaborating on the functional scope of SAP S/4HANA.

Are compatibility packs (re)defined for each release of SAP S/4HANA?
No, the SAP S/4HANA Compatibility Scope Matrix is static: it is independent of releases, and is frozen. No
new editions will be added to it.
What about products that run side-by-side?
If a customer has licensed an SAP Business Suite software product and runs it on the customer’s own
server, it is an SAP Business Suite installation, and all SAP Business Suite terms and conditions and rules
apply. Terms and conditions and commercial rules related to SAP S/4HANA and CPs do not apply here.
In other words, running an SAP Business Suite software product side-by-side and connected to an SAP
S/4HANA installation does not require a compatibility pack. An example is a side-by-side installation of SAP
ERP Human Capital Management, as shown in the figure below.

What are the architecture choices available to me?
Customers that have licensed SAP S/4HANA have the choice to implement it either on the SAP S/4HANA
target architecture or on an SAP S/4HANA Finance interim architecture.
The technical differences for the two architecture choices are as follows:
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•

The SAP S/4HANA target architecture, with SAP S/4HANA Enterprise Management as the new digital
core, is a completely new development in all functional areas optimized for SAP HANA. Its first release
was November 2015 (1511), to be followed by October 2016 (1610), with one new release planned each
year.1

•

The Interim architecture for SAP S/4HANA Finance* releases technically consists of SAP Simple
Finance aimed at the finance LoB finance and SAP ERP Central Component (SAP ECC)/SAP HANA for
non-finance areas. Its first release was March 2015 (1503), followed by May 2016 (1605). No further new
releases are planned after 1605.

The differences between the road maps for these two types of architectures can be crucial to our customers’
IT strategy:
•

New SAP S/4HANA developments outside those for the finance LoB will be available only on the target
architecture.

•

No further releases of SAP S/4HANA Finance are planned.

•

Converting from release 1605 to 1610 is not just considered an upgrade, as the SAP ECC base is
replaced with the SAP S/4HANA target architecture, built on
SAP S/4HANA Enterprise Management.

•

As the target architecture keeps evolving, the conversion from finance to target architecture will become
increasingly disruptive.

For this reason, there are two types of CPs: universal and limited.

1

Subject to change at SAP’s discretion
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What are the differences between the universal and the limited CPs?
Universal CPs:
o

Are valid for all on-premise releases of SAP S/4HANA

o

Allow installed base customers to use selected SAP Business Suite functionality, on a time-limited basis,
with the intent of replacing it with native SAP S/4HANA functionality before the end of the CP usage right

o

Are planned to be adapted to new SAP S/4HANA releases until the end of the usage right

Limited CPs:
o Are valid only on SAP S/4HANA Finance releases* and may only be run on these releases
o

Allow installed base customers to keep on using their add-ons (especially non-finance add-ons), but only
in an SAP S/4HANA Finance* environment

o

Will not be adapted to any other SAP S/4HANA Finance* releases beyond 1605

* SAP Simple Finance 1503, on-premise edition; SAP S/4HANA Finance 1605

FAQs on Compatibility Packs for SAP S/4HANA

Page 7

www.sap.com

© 2016 SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company. All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form
or for any purpose without the express permission of SAP SE or an SAP
affiliate company.
SAP and other SAP products and services mentioned herein as well as their
respective logos are trademarks or registered trademarks of SAP SE (or an
SAP affiliate company) in Germany and other countries. Please see
http://www.sap.com/corporate-en/legal/copyright/index.epx#trademark for
additional trademark information and notices. Some software products
marketed by SAP SE and its distributors contain proprietary software
components of other software vendors.
National product specifications may vary.
These materials are provided by SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company for
informational purposes only, without representation or warranty of any kind,
and SAP SE or its affiliated companies shall not be liable for errors or
omissions with respect to the materials. The only warranties for SAP SE or
SAP affiliate company products and services are those that are set forth in
the express warranty statements accompanying such products and services,
if any. Nothing herein should be construed as constituting an additional
warranty.
In particular, SAP SE or its affiliated companies have no obligation to pursue
any course of business outlined in this document or any related presentation,
or to develop or release any functionality mentioned therein. This document,
or any related presentation, and SAP SE’s or its affiliated companies’
strategy and possible future developments, products, and/or platform
directions and functionality are all subject to change and may be changed by
SAP SE or its affiliated companies at any time for any reason without notice.
The information in this document is not a commitment, promise, or legal
obligation to deliver any material, code, or functionality. All forward-looking
statements are subject to various risks and uncertainties that could cause
actual results to differ materially from expectations. Readers are cautioned
not to place undue reliance on these forward-looking statements, which
speak only as of their dates, and they should not be relied upon in making
purchasing decisions.

